
BRIEFING 

Road Safety Strategy: Updated advice on 2030 target 
setting 
Reason for this 
briefing 

This briefing provides the information you requested on 6 May 2019 
regarding the Road Safety Strategy. It also attaches updated materials to 
assist you in upcoming Ministerial conversations on setting a target for 2030. 

Action required Discuss the contents of this briefing at your meeting with Minister Twyford 
on 9 May 2019. 

Deadline 9 May 2019 

Reason for 
deadline 

For discussion with Minister Twyford on 9 May 2019. 

Contact for telephone discussion (if required) 

Name Position 
Telephone First 

contact 
Brent Johnston Manager, Mobility & Safety   

 Programme manager  
 Senior advisor  
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PURPOSE 

1. This briefing:

1.1. provides the information you requested on 6 May 2019 on the Road Safety Strategy

1.2. attaches an updated slidepack and A3 (Appendix 1 and 2) to assist you in upcoming
Ministerial conversations on setting a target for 2030. 

CONTEXT 

2. On 1 May 2019, we provided you with materials for a Road Safety Strategy Ministerial Advisory
Group (MAG) meeting planned for 9 May 2019. The materials included:

2.1. a draft meeting agenda

2.2. a slidepack outlining the key elements of the proposed Road Safety Strategy and
immediate actions 

2.3. an A3 setting out the high-level implications of varying levels of death and serious injury 
(DSI) reduction targets for 2030. 

3. The MAG meeting was subsequently cancelled on 3 May 2019, in favour of 1:1 meetings with
key Ministers over the upcoming weeks.

4. At your meeting with officials on 6 May 2019, you directed us to:

4.1. update the A3 to include a description of the baseline scenario and to include the option
of a 30% DSI reduction target for 2030 

4.2. update the information in the slidepack on how other countries are progressing towards 
their targets. 

You also asked us to provide further advice on: 

4.3. process implications arising from the MAG meeting being cancelled in favour of 
Ministerial 1:1s, and the timeline from now to release of the consultation document 

4.4. Vision Zero targets in other jurisdictions and interim targets 

4.5. implications on the National Land Transport Fund (NLTF) from increased safety spend, 
and next steps in the NLTF process. 

5. The updated slidepack and A3 are attached as Appendix 1 and 2 respectively. The additional
advice you requested is set out below.
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12. However, progress towards these targets varies considerably between countries.

12.1. Some countries set out in the table above appear to be on track to meet (or almost
meet) their reduction targets for road fatalities. This includes (indicatively) Norway, 
Sweden and the Czech Republic. Other countries (e.g. Australia) have made 
substantive progress but may not hit their target if their rate of progress remains steady. 
The reasons for countries not achieving their targets will be complex and varied, but 
are likely to reflect levels of resourcing, leadership and commitment. 

12.2. International trends suggest that road fatalities between 2010 and 2013/2014 have 
generally tracked downwards, but have plateaued or risen between 2014 and 2016. 
Provisional data for 2017 (also from the OECD/ITF 2018 Road Safety Annual Report) 
shows downward trends in 20 of 29 countries, but it is too soon to say if this will 
continue. 

12.3. Even in high-performing countries, total road fatalities have fluctuated significantly from 
year to year. For example, in Norway, road fatalities decreased from 147 in 2014 to 
117 in 2015. Road fatalities then increased again to 135 in 2016 before decreasing to 
107 in 2017. 

13. Most Vision Zero jurisdictions do not set interim targets for part way through their strategy
period. However, many establish a broader range of performance indicators that are tracked
throughout the lifetime of their strategy to measure their progress. We will be developing these
under the key actions for the Road Safety Strategy.

Setting a 2030 target for New Zealand 

14. As outlined in Appendix 2, Ministers have options around setting a 2030 target for New
Zealand. The level at which you choose to set this target depends largely on the level of
investment and change that the Government commits to over the next decade, as well as the
weighting that you place on the role of the target in this context (i.e. ambition vs. achievability).

14.1. On one end of the spectrum, you may wish to set a more ambitious target of 50% (in
line with many other OECD countries) to signal the Government’s commitment to 
Vision Zero and as a mechanism to drive action.2  

14.2. On the other end of the spectrum, you may wish to set a more conservative target of 
30% (as Australia has done) which, while less ambitious, is more likely to be met by 
2030. 

14.3. A 40% target would be a middle-ground between these two options in terms of ambition 
and achievability (especially given funding pressures on the NLTF outlined below). 

2 Note that the United Nations has indicated that stronger leadership for road safety is needed at national and local levels 
and has pushed for the public to demand stronger leadership as part of the UN Global Road Safety Week (8-14 May 2019). 
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Pressures on the NLTF 
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25. Decisions may be taken ahead of this advice by Ministers to make notional commitments for 
future discretionary funding, such as on the Road Safety Strategy. However, it is important to 
remember that any commitments made now will reduce the discretion that is available when it 
comes to prioritising other pressures as part of GPS 2021. 

Recommendations  

26. We recommend that you: 

(a) Discuss the contents of this briefing with Minister Twyford at your meeting 
on 9 May 2019 

Yes/No 

 

 
 
 
 
Brent Johnston 
Manager, Mobility and Safety  

 

 

 
MINISTER’S SIGNATURE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE: 
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Appendix 1: Slidepack on Road Safety Strategy and immediate actions 
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Appendix 2: A3 on options for 2030 targets 
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